STORY BY AMDREA BEARDEN KUHMNS

1t's a fact, baed things happen to good peophe. The
cuteame is never predictable, and aften the after-
math i a mined bag of both pain and bléssings.
ey e komrws this better thian Pastor Fred Z, the
Haeley riding Rewnnsassvwverend, founder of Bik-
ers for Cheist International and Senior Pastor of
Rushing Wind Minkstries in Oceanside, Califomia

Afver riding for sewerhl days of “itreet manihy
sharing their faith and lowe for Jesus with thou.
sands of Bile Week attendees, one night the riders
were stopped at & red Fght 81 the intersection of
Highway 44, and Highway 415, The Bght turned
green, and there was a loud crash, and Pastor £
wis hit and sent fying 20-25 feet in the air. All he
could think of was, "Lond fesu, please hold me in
Your Hands, and please ket me make it home to
s vy precious wite, Esther, Thankfully the Lord
arwered both his prayers that night. As he
pickied himself up off the grownd he realized that
Davve Catalano (Pastor G's seventy-four year cld fa-
ther-in-law wha was also 8 BFC member) had
been rear-ended by & car, then the car had spun
and hit Pastor 2. His pain was incredible, but he
managed o Bmp over 1o Dave, trying to block
traffic with Pastor G. and others who stopped to
hedp. It wiaes . harnific soene.

Duwve Catalan was on the ground, and was con-
scious but seriously injured. The young woman
that hit him knocked him off his bile, and Dave's
HOD ¥-Rexd got stuck urider ber heft ferder, Hier car
sveerved and the right side of har 2006 Muitang
took Pastor 2, ouf and sent hém airbomee. His back
left a huge dent in the right side quarter pansel.
The police estemate that they had been rear-
ended at sbout 8570 mph (there wene no sidd
marics), and after the driver hit the men - her car
continued dragaing the 700 Ib, V-Rad abaut 80
feet up the highway.

Thee parasnedics did what they could on the sceme,
then the ambulsnces taak the men sway and the
o trecks tock thee bikoes and car. Daves was Bakem
to.a neatoy hospital, Thankdully, Pastor 2 had on
& carbor-fiber DOT helmet. and full leathers.
Southem Calthornia folies get cold easily, 5o he had
on his arctic geas. Five hours later, and numerous
ex-rays, the verdict wad bn, nothing broken. Al-
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though he was in gacruciating pain and gques-
tianed the report, he was assured he would be
wore, but that was about il He left the hodpital
with psin medication and nathing mare.

The next cday was the BFC RaSy at Daytona Bike
‘el Pastor Z was really sore and sat (hiding) be-
hird the “BFC support gear” table {with a large
BFC beo at each end of the table) so that nobody
wauikd hieg hirm. That wis & geod thindg as later in
the afterncon, e had a call from the x-ray depart-
mmant: somecns made an enor and fractures were
discovered. It was undetermined i 'IJ'IE"' BN
“riew or old” fractures. As be was fliying home
w0on, hie sald that would fiollow up with his own
dhacion

Later that afternoon - Pastor G, Dave'’s daughter
Phyllis, and Pastor I, went tovisit Dave ot the hos-
pital and et with hiz wile Annette, and the fam-
iy, Dave was really in a great deal of pain, but
alvve and conscious. Fastor 2, and the others were
able to ey and talk with him. A few hours after
the wisit, Dave Cstalsno mysteriously pasied
wwary, We all miss him tesribly, but knoe that be s
a peace in Heaven, The BFC farnily made nuemes-
ot donations ta Dasid's wife (from different BEC
chspters) in ks memary, and we pray for the fam-
iy e o theem: a5 our crwn,

Even as a pastor, Pastor 2 sdmits that he doesnt
abways understand what the Lord is doing, What
hie does know is that God koves us uncondition-
by, thast His wanys. sre higgher Bhan our ways. Mamy
times he has reminded people that God's Woed
tefls theem thadt heaven s beawtiful, and that the
dieath of God's ssints B precious 10 the Loerd The
message of tnasting im the Loed, regardless of the
circumstances, is something he truly believes in.
Iy thee s tierses o bsd, Hee s abwirys faithilul

The day befoer Pastor Z. got on the plans, he pat
asling on his keft arm and wenit with a BFC buather
1o downtoan Daytona, They were going to look
up an outlaw club leader. He shared the testi-
many of what happened. It touched the club
hpechen’s bt e kndw, that despine the pain Fred
Towas i, b wenk back 1o seek him out to tell him
thart Jesus loved him, and that they did too, He
acoepted a tract about Pastor 2 lile and ministry,
His chuby beathers told Pastor 2 later that the



lpadier didn't like Cheistians and usually would not ghve them the thme of day,
musch less take & gosped tract from a pastor. This time he listened, and took
‘the: tract.

The plang ride home the P —aa e
et clay was very painful,
[agondzing might be a bet-
ter description), about six
howrs, two planes and
mearly 3,000 miles. There
wre tears of joy and refief
when Paster Z. arrived
home to his wife, Esther,
They now cherish, even

that thisir relationship here
on earth together could
have ended that weekend.

Alfter some extensive k-fays, the reason for the continuing pain Came 1o BghL
There weere seven broken bones in bis ribs and his back, four neew breads plus
compression fractures of thorach: vertebrae.

Pastor . Is happy 1o be alive and at hame healing up with his beautilul Esther
and his litthe church famay &t Ruthing 'Wind Minittries, snd Bikeri for Cheist
H He and his wife determined that he needed to “press on® sharing the
gospel, s the Lond spared his fife 5o that be could continue 1o do so. They
also decided that now, with so much extensive damage that has been done
to the tharacic area of his back, it would o longer be pessible te hold up an
800 b, Harley-Davidion towing motorcycle. They started weighing the op-
tions, and he put his big, comfarable, black HD Street Glide up for wals,

A trike offers comfart and stability giving the rider confidence that is unattain-
able on two wheels (especially for handicapped riders like Pastor 2.1, An
added blessing to what had been a tragedy for Pastor Z was that his Vivid
Bhsck 2007 Harley-Davidion Striet Glide wai recently trandfoarmsed inta an in-
credible custom one of a kind trike, all paid for by a very dose friend, a BFC
larathier who wishes to remain anonymous, as it is a gift 1o the Lord, for his
friend and pastor, His Triend'’s comments, “Fastor L. tries o minister 1o, and
Tl everybody - 1 felt like the Lord wanted to bliess him this time”

S Pastor 2. studied all the trike leratuee an
the market, and talked te many vendorn.
He et Tracy [0 awesormse sales lady) and
Cralg (the owner) from Hardey-Davidson of
Westminster (the 5o Cal Champlon
3 dealer] i Lawnghlin, and called them bsck.

B He also spoke with Kenny and Jim a1
Champdon trikes a few tdmes, and then
went out to their plant inWestminster, CA.

He chose a new Champlon Independent
N Suspension kit, to complirnent his Sireet

Glide for o number of reasona: Thedr inde-
pendent suspension kit is state of the art,
It s very comiortable, and it has the long,
sweeping fender lines that give his trike
the clasyy, custom look that he was
searching for,

Tracy & Craig, the Westminster HD service dept., and Champion were a great
team o work with, Adsernbly was done by HD Wes and Steve = who did &
amazing job, They even fabricated Pastor 25 Vance and Hines fishtalls to fir
thee rear [which was a first Tor Champhon and H-D of Westminster. Mow it to-
tally has the Bat-mobile/cyche thing going on. A reverse gear was added - as
well a3 the EZ steer (powersteering kit), and just for fun, Pastor Z added a set
of Paul Yaiffes “Wild Monkey™ spehanger bars. The trile has beautiful chrome
laced wheels, snc the Bice has a Mustang sead with a rider backrest [which an-
other BFC Pastor and his wife donated). The BFC Las Vegas crew blessed Pas-
vor Z with a checane primary cover with the BFC logo Lasered in color. Fimally,
an H-D Ultra tour pack was added for Pastor 2 wife Eithers comfont, (who
dioesn’t Bioe 1o traved light), and for added wisibility - it has Bghts all sround i
Naws they've got all the room and & great trike to take them on thelr many
ministry trips and adventurnes, The bike handles and runs great, and people
ahways stop to take & ¥ look, every time.  Pastor 2, tells them that it is his
“Handicapped Adult Big Wheel™ Blessings out of a tragedy. God & good|
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